
On November 18, 2009, the USDAõs Economic Research Service will host a workshop that will: (1) high-

light the value added by this form of microdata access and (2) develop new directions for the enclave.  The 

meeting will feature both the research achievements and collaborations that have occurred in its three year 

history, and provide an opportunity for the data user and producer community to provide suggestions about 

new approaches. Unconfirmed keynotes and plenary panelists include Ian Foster, Director, Computation 

Institute, University of Chicago; Stephanie Shipp, Senior Research Analyst, Science and Technology Policy 

Institute; Melanie Wright, Associate Director, UK Data Archive; Norman Bradburn, NORC at the University of 

Chicago; Marc Stanley, NIST;  EJ Reedy, Kauffman Foundation; Kitty Cynthia Clark and Kitty Smith, USDA; 

and Kathy Wallman, OMB.  

N O V E M B E R  1 8  W O R K S H O P :   

òASSESSING THE RESULT S  O F  M I C R O D A T A  A C C E S Sò 

S U M M I T  O N  M E T H O D S  &   D A T A  H I G H L I G H T S  S E CU R E  

R E M O T E  A C C E S S  P L A T F OR M S  

The current Administrationõs focus on evidence-based policy is based on the recognition that the nation 

needs to make smarter investments.  The design of new initiatives that center on data collection and analy-

sis are at the core of this mission. A recent influential government report on Innovation Metrics also argued 

that increased access to data was necessary to facilitate more robust innovation research.  The NORC Data 

Enclave was established to respond to these needs. In the three years since the enclave opened, it has pro-

vided access to confidential microdata in a secure, remote environment. It has also evolved into a collabora-

tive environment which is intended to promote communication between data users and data producers and 

create a deeper knowledge infrastructure than would be the case in an isolated research setting. Since its 

inception, the enclave has supported more than 75 researchers.  It has grown from providing access to busi-

ness microdata from the National Institute of Standards and Technology to providing access to data from a 

number of other Federal statistical agencies and foundations, including U.S. Department of Agricultureõs 

Economic Research Service (ERS) and National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the Energy Information 

Agency, Kauffman Foundation, National Science Foundation, and Annie E. Casey Foundation. The NORC 

Data Enclave approach to providing secure remote access also has recently been used as the model for 

other facilities, including the UK Data Archive, the Council on European Social Science Data Archives 

(CESSDA), the University of Pennsylvania the University of Bamberg.  Whatõs more, the ASA Committee on 

Privacy and Confidentiality highlights the enclave on its website as an example of remote access facilities.  
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U P D A T E  O N  T H E  N O R C  DA T A  E N C L A V E  

 This 2-day meeting in Washington, D.C. included 12 presentations of 12 AcademyHealth-

commissioned 12 papers made to a range of experts on data and methods and key stakeholders, including 

policymakers, educators, students, and funders of health services research (HSR). Of particular note, Julia 

Lane and Claudia Schurõs paper, òBalancing Access to Data and Privacy,ó highlighted the use of secure re-

mote access platforms as a major access modality. The paper also appears in the German Council for Social 

and Economic Data (RadSWD) http://www.ratswd.de/download/RatSWD_WP_2009/RatSWD_WP_113.pdf 

http://www.ratswd.de/download/RatSWD_WP_2009/RatSWD_WP_113.pdf


NORC Data Enclave staff continues to collaborate with staff from the NASS Oregon field office, 

located in Portland Oregon, and with partners at Oregon State University to develop a secure remote 

access platform for authorized university-based researchers to access sensitive ARMS data. The 

project involves identifying, testing, and making recommendations to NASS and ERS regarding vari-

ous ways in which secure access may be provided within a university setting. The main thrust of this 

initiative is to create a òsmart machineó that leverages security techniques generally found in a 

physical, safe room and build this functionality directly into a  thin client dedicated terminal machine 

to include biometrics, GPS, webcams, etc.   

The Economic Research Service (ERS) and National Agricultural Statistical Service (NASS) are 

pleased to announce the availability of the 2009-2010 Agricultural Resource Management Survey 

(ARMS) Scholarship Program, through which two recipients will receive scholarships ($5,200 value 

each) to be applied toward researcher access to the NORC Data Enclave, a confidential, protected 

remote access platform within which authorized researchers can access sensitive microdata re-

motely from their offices.  

The deadline to apply for this scholarship opportunity is August 31, 2009, by 5:00 p.m. Eastern 

Standard Time. Proposals are to be evaluated on the quality and relevance of the research proposal 

and are geared towards institutions that have not previously had an opportunity to utilize ARMS 

data. Funding is available only to scholars associated with an accredited U.S. institution of higher 

education or non-profit organization. All grant funds are required to be used for direct project/ pro-

gram expenses. No portion may be used for indirect expenses. For additional info, go to:  

http://www.norc.org/DataEnclave. 

U . S .  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  AG R I C U L T U R E  U P D A T E 

USDAõS UNIVERSITY- B A S E D  D A T A  E N C L A V E    
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C O L L A B O R A T O R Y  I N C E N TI V E  P R O G R A M 

Last summer, the NORC Data Enclave was highlighted at a professional development workshop 

on òCreating New Access to Business Data Using Virtual Organizationsó as part of  the 2008 Acad-

emy of Management Annual Meeting. During the workshop, participants put forth several sugges-

tions about incentives that could be put in place to encourage researchers to collaborate on content 

and building a data infrastructure. One suggestion was to create a  researcher  incentive program 

that would help offset some of the costs associated with joining the enclave (cost is $100 per week). 

In return, researchers would provide òbenefitsó back to the enclave in the form of adding new data, 

code, wiki additions, discussion threads, data sub-setting, etc.  With this in mind in August, USDAõs 

ERS, and NASS will kickoff a researcher incentive program targeted at increasing the frequency and 

quality of interaction in the USDA research collaboratory. USDA researchers will be able to obtain 

financial incentives that could discount the annual researcher fee by as much as 50%, a potential 

savings of up to $2,600. 

U S D A  E N C L A V E  S C H O L A RS H I P  P R O G R A M 

http://www.norc.org/DataEnclave


 The Kauffman Foundation and NORC congratulate and welcome five new KFS enclave 

researchers who were awarded scholarships to the enclave through Kauffmanõs most recent 

call for proposals. The new researcher cohort, who will be trained in August, include: 

Qian Ye, University of Louisville, College of Business Department of Management 

William D. Bradford, University of Washington, School of Business 

Jagannadha Pawan Tamvada, Max Planck Institute of Economics 

Michael D. Crum, University of Louisville and  

Indraneel Chakraborty, University of Pennsylvania, The Wharton School 

For additional information on the KFS go to http://sites.kauffman.org/kfs/norc.cfm  

K A U F F M A N  U P D A T E 

N I S T ,  N O R C ,  N B E R  D A T A  M A T C H I N G  E X E R C I S E   

N I S T  T E C H N O L O G Y  I N N OV A T I O N  P R O G R A M  

U P D A T E 

 In September, NISTõs Technology Innovation Program (TIP), NORC, and the National 

Bureau of Economics and Research (NBER) will collaborate on a data matching exercise. Sci-

ence and technology (S&T) impact analysis will be conducted using patent data. NIST ATP pro-

ject data for patent matching will include: 

 Key personnel name information 

Organization name information 

Subcontractor organization name and person name information 

Project patents information 

Project presentations and publications information 

Proposal applicant organization name and person name information 
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K A U F F M A N  A W A R D S  5  N EW  R E S E A R C H E R S 

http://sites.kauffman.org/kfs/norc.cfm


 In coming months, NSF is expected to deposit the Survey of Earned Doctorates (SED), a 

survey conducted by NORC for the National Science Foundation and five other federal agencies 

(National Institutes of Health, U.S. Department of Education, National Endowment for the Hu-

manities, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administra-

tion). The SED gathers information annually from 45,000 new U.S. research doctorate gradu-

ates about their educational histories, funding sources, and post-doctoral plans. Each year the 

SED data are added to a larger historical record of doctorate-degree graduates, the Doctorate 

Records File (DRF). Begun in 1920, the DRF contains annual information used to track the 

number of graduates in various fields; the educational paths of scientists, engineers, and hu-

manists; movement of graduates into the labor market; and similar information.   

Making Connections is the flagship initiative of the Annie E. Casey Foundation's strategy to help 

children succeed based on the belief that the best way to improve outcomes for vulnerable children 

living in tough neighborhoods is to strengthen their families' connections to economic opportunity, 

positive social networks, and effective services and supports. Launched in 1999, Making Connec-

tions is a decade-long effort to demonstrate this theory in disinvested communities across the coun-

try, and in full partnership with residents, community-based organizations, local government and 

businesses, social service agencies, community foundations, and other funders. 

N E W  D A T A  P A R T N E R S 

N A T I O N A L  S C I E N C E  F O UN D A T I O N  ( N S F ) ,  S U R V E Y  O F  

E A R N E D  D O C T O R A T E S  ( S E D ) 

E N E R G Y  I N F O R M A T I O N  AG E N C Y  ( E I A ) 

The Residential Energy Consumption Survey (RECS) is the only comprehensive source of na-

tional-level data on energy-related information for U.S. households. The RECS is a congressionally-

mandated survey and the responsibility of the Energy Information Administration (EIA). These offi-

cial government statistics are used by policy decision makers at the federal, state, and local levels. 

The RECS data provide critical information for EIAõs National Energy Modeling System (NEMS). The 

NEMS is used as a guide in government planning for the future energy needs of the U.S. Other data 

users include the staff of federal and state offices who administer the Low Income Energy Assis-

tance Programs (LIHEAP) and weatherization programs. Universities frequently use the data for 

energy research, and even households can use the data when deciding on what type of heating 

system to purchase. 
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A N N I E  E .  C A S E Y  F O U N DA T I O N ,  M A K I N G  C O N N E C T I O N S In June, AECF deposited Making 

Connections survey data in the 

enclave.  Select researchers will be 

provided access to the data 

enclave. Data are available from 

sites located in Denver, CO; Des 

Moines, IA; Hartford, CT; 

Indianapolis, IN; Louisville, KY; 

Milwaukee, WI; Oakland, CA; 

Providence, RI; San Antonio, TX; 

and Seattle, WA. Thirty datasets 

are available, three per site, 

including data from Waves 1 and 

2, as well as the Random Digit Dial 

(RDD) dataset.    

In FY2010 NORC will continue to 

provide metadata documentation 

services to EIA on the RECS and 

will create a research portal for EIA  

staff to access the data and 

documentation in the EIA enclave 

portal.  



Program Director Tim Mulcahy and metadata expert, Pascal Heus, met with leadership from the UK Data Archive at the Univer-

sity of Essex the first week of July. NORC is working under subcontract with the UKDA on a project sponsored by the National Eco-

nomic Research & Social Research Council to assist in developing a Secure Data Service, as part of a larger effort to support the 

development of the National Strategy for Data Resources for Research in the Social Sciences. Discussion centered on issues re-

lated to the UKDAõs òsoft launchó of their new secure remote data access platform, including but not limited to confidentiality and 

statistical disclosure control procedures, organizational and management plans, physical, technological and operational security 

 In coming months, new business contextual data and metadata will be deposited in the NORC Data Enclave, including 

Quarterly Workforce Indicators (QWIs). The Census Bureau produces this local employment information by combining data from 

different administrative sources, censuses and surveys. Enclave researchers will be able to access detailed demographics; geogra-

phy and state totals; ownership information (private only or all ownership categories); NAICS sector, 3- and 4-digit industries; 4-

quarter rolling averages; and other recent and historical data. Using this rich set of information, researchers will be able to tabulate 

labor market information by time, geography, sex, age and other variables. 

N E W  A N D  N O T E W O R T H Y 

N O R C  P R O V I D E S  I N P U T  I N T O  T H E  D A T A  E N C L A V E  A P P R O A C H  I N  T H E  U K 

N O R C ,  C O M P U T A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E ,  A N D  C H A P I N  H A L L  C O L L A B O R A T I O N  

On June 9, 2009, researchers from NORC, the University of Chicagoõs Computational Institute, and the Chapin Hall Center for 

Children, convened a meeting on campus at Hyde Park to discuss potential future collaboration efforts.  Josh Seeger, NORC VP 

Technology, moderated the meeting, and Ian Foster, Director of the Computational Institute served as the keynote. In attendance, 

were NORC President John Thompson, Executive Vice President Operations & IT Missy Koppelman, Chief Information Officer Ron 

Jurek, Senior Vice President Chet Bowie, and Senior Fellow Colm O'Muircheartaigh. Presentations were made by NORC Senior Fel-

low Dan Black (Complexity in the NLSY), Chapin Hall Research Fellow Bob Goerge (Chapin Hallõs Integrated Database), Ed Mulrow 

(Computer Intensive Calculation with Survey Data), Tim Mulcahy and Pascal Heus (Data Enclave & Virtual Data Centers: Lessons 

Learned to Date), Mike Papka (SIDGrid), John Felkner (GIS Technology and Its Use in NORC Projects), and Tibi Stef-Praun (Tools 

and Infrastructure for Economic Modeling).  

 The University of Bamberg reached out to the NORC Data Enclave to find out more about remote data access methods.  A 

consortium of researchers supported by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research in Germany (BMBF) has gathered under 

the leadership of Prof. Hans-Peter Blossfeld in one of the largest and most complex longitudinal educational surveys ever under-

taken: the National Educational Panel Study (NEPS). One of the major aims of the NEPS is to make the data quickly available to the 

scientific Community in Germany, Europe, and worldwide. A discussion was held in Bamberg about access issues, and the NORC 

approach was presented together with the approach of three other major panel studies conducted in Germany (the German Socio-

Economic Panel Study - SOEP, the German part of the Survey of Health and Retirement - SHARE, and the Panel Analysis of Intimate 

Relationships and Family Dynamics - PAIRFAM) the first week of July. The discussion focused on best  solutions for providing access 

to NEPS data with  the highest standards of data protection and on opportunities, problems, and limits of existing remote data ac-

cess systems.  

Q U A R T E R L Y  W O R K F O R C E  I N D I C A T O R S  ( Q W I S )  C OM I N G  S O O N  T O  T H E  E N C L A V E 
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G E R M A N  I N T E R E S T  I N  T H E  N O R C  D A T A  E N C L A V E 



SuperVIEWÊ is a topic-specific visualization that provides simple to access, 

easily understood information visualization. Users can discover the information 

through guided analysis and present the results in tables, charts, maps, and 

other easy-to-view formats. SuperVIEW addresses the needs of Consumers.  

SuperCROSSÊ is the online micro-analytical processing Windows® client. 

SuperCROSS provides a powerful and intuitive graphical interface to meet the 

needs of professional analysts and decision makers. Analysts can perform ad-

vanced queries of extremely large databases and create multi-dimensional ta-

bles, without the need for complex programming. SuperCROSS addresses the 

needs of Producers.   

S U P E R C R O S SÊ  

S U P E R V I E WÊ  

S U P E R W E BÊ  

SuperWEBÊ is a thin client web application that allows users to access data 

from anywhere to create and access reports that matter to them in a dynamic, 

intuitive, and interactive way. SuperWEB provides multi-dimensional tables, 

charts, maps, confidentialized micro-data record access and outlier visualization 

to address the needs of Prosumers.  

S P A C E- T I M E  R E S E A R C H 

New software from Space-Time Research, including SuperCROSS, SuperWEB, and Super-

View will soon be available to enclave researchers. These products provide analytics and visu-

alization solutions for organizations that deliver data and data services, that allow users and 

customer communities, from highly technical to casual, to easily access, visualize, analyze, and 

publish information from entire large datasets and make effective, informed decisions.  
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N E W  E N C L A V E  S O F T W A R E 


